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Political Landscape
• Polarization & Gridlock; e.g, America COMPETES House Vote

• Rasmussen Poll: Whom do you trust more?

– Health care: R/D (%) 48/41

– Economy: R/D (%) 43/39

– Education: R/D (%) 39/43

• Rasmussen Poll: Who’s views are closer to yours?• Rasmussen Poll: Who’s views are closer to yours?

– Tea Party 48% Obama 44%

• Approval ratings

– Obama: 44% (Rasmussen), 48% (Gallup), 50% (NBC/WSJ), 49% (AP)

– Congress: 28% (AP), 21% (NBC/WSJ), 21% (Gallup)

– Pelosi: 35% (Rasmussen)

– Reid: 25% (Rasmussen)

• Generic congressional vote

– R/D (%): 43/38 (Rasmussen), 43/48 (ABC/WP) , 46/45 (Gallup)



Policy Landscape
Issues Ranked as Very Important

Rasmussen Poll (March 5-8, 2010)

• Economy: 82%

• Government Ethics/Corruption: 81%

• National Security/War on Terror: 64%

• Taxes: 62%• Taxes: 62%

• Health Care: 62%

• Social Security: 62%

• Education: 58%

• Immigration: 54%

• War in Iraq: 41%

• Abortion: 40%



Recent Budget History Through April 15, 2010

Science FY 05 FY 06 FY 07 FY 08 FY 08S ARRA FY 09 FY 10 FY 11R FY 11R ∆∆∆∆

Account ($B) ($B) ($B) ($B) ($B) ($B) ($B) ($B) ($B) (%)

DOE SC 3.57 3.47 3.81 3.85 0.0625 1.60 4.60 4.83 5.12 6.1

DOE EERE 1.16 1.16 1.46 1.54 0.0625 16.8 1.93 1.95 2.36 20.7

DOE ARPA-E 0.400 0.015 0.300 NA

NSF 5.48 5.59 5.84 6.07 0.0625 3.00 6.49 6.87 7.42 8.0

R&RA     4.23 4.45 4.76 4.82 0.0225 2.50 5.18 5.56 6.02 8.2

MREFC 0.165 0.234 0.191 0.221 0.400 0.152 0.117 0.165 40.8

EHR 0.844 0.700 0.698 0.726 0.0400 0.100 0.845 0.873 0.892 2.2EHR 0.844 0.700 0.698 0.726 0.0400 0.100 0.845 0.873 0.892 2.2

NIST Core 0.400 0.431 0.493 0.519 0.600 0.597 0.605 0.709 17.1

STRS 0.370 0.383 0.434 0.440 0.220 0.469 0.505 0.585 15.8

CRF 0.030 0.048 0.059 0.109 0.360 0.128 0.100 0.125 12.5

NIST ATP/TIP 0.140 0.079 0.079 0.065 0.065 0.070 0.080 14.3

NIH 27.90 28.54 29.23 29.46 0.130 8.50 30.30 31.01 32.01 3.2

DOD 6.1 1.49 1.47 1.53 1.47 1.63 1.88 2.00 6.4

DOD 6.2 4.70 5.17 5.10 4.16 5.08 5.06 4.48 -11.6

NASA Sci [5.50] [5.25] [5.25] 4.71 0.0625 0.400 4.50 4.49 5.01 11.6

Red italics: Earmarks removed; NASA accounts redefined in FY 2008



Gazing into the Future
• Appropriations: Near term

– CR until February

• Appropriations: Intermediate term

– If Republicans gain control at least one chamber, CR for entire year

– FY 2012 NSF train wreck

• Appropriations: Long term

– Spending highly constrained: Domestic freeze at FY 2010 level 

(Obama) or FY 2008 level (Republicans)

• America COMPETES Reauthorization

– January snapshot: Hope for bipartisanship

– May House snapshot: Passage on 3rd try -- very limited R support

– June Senate snapshot: Draft by July 4th recess -- limited R support

• Climate Change (aka Cap and Trade)

– On life support; more modest energy bill possible but difficult



THE END


